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Digital Archives Program at 
Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica

1988-1989 Digital Museum Project                            (Pingpu Culture Network)



Digital Archives Program at Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica

2002-2006 NDAP Phase I 
2007-        NDAP Phase II            (The Digital Archives of Formosan Aborigines)



•quality

•information system

•¡copyright!

Digital Archives Program at Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica

Issues related to public release



from the perspective of
 

Archive Organizations



Question 0:

Why NDAP needs to use Public Licensing?

Answers:

1. .......................................................................................
2. .......................................................................................
3. .......................................................................................

However:

the benefits of public licensing may be obvious , 
but it is not so obvious if it can’t be persuasive.



Public licenses in practice 
in NDAP



- digital archives                                         archive vs. openness
- demands for using public licenses 

what’s in demand
- plan of Program Office to use CC licenses

policy making process
- decision made by the join committee of project directors 

evaluation of using CC licenses

- choose a particular CC license 
review mechanism  

- encounter difficulties in using CC licenses
legal supports 

Public licenses in practice in NDAP



creative common license at Union Catalogs of Digital Archives



Issues related to public licenses



Is it copyrightable?



Question:

Are photos of collections copyrightable?

... because there’re many different opinions, we 
suggest that .... 
if the photo is taken by a person and you’re 
sure that the photo is taken along with the 
choice of scenes, composition, angles,  
diaphragm, focus, depth of field, and shutter, 
then please check “it’s copyrightable”.

 [copyrights clearance guideline, NDAP ]

Answers from legal department of NDAP:



Do we have the rights?



licenses granted by contracts

-rights sharing:  
... the copyright of the collection is shared by 
the author and the institute...
-rights transferring: 
....the institute can copy, distribute ... the 
work, but can not transfer the rights to 
others...



Who should bear the 
consequence if 

something goes wrong?



this institute warrants that it has the right to grant 
licenses for public use of the licensed works 

pursuant to CC licenses and that NDAP may make 
any kind of use under the said license without 
infringing third parties’ IPR or other rights. This 
institute shall indemnify NDAP for any loss or 

damages, including but not limited to, court fees and 
attorney’s fees, as result of any breach hereof.    

[License Agreement, NDAP Academia Sinica]



Who can help protect 
our rights if any 

unauthorized use occurs?



nobody



Creative Commons Licenses



Are some CC Licenses “better” 
than other CC Licenses?

> > > > >  



Can I license others to translate 
my works without the right to 

modify? 



conclusion:

What we need is a 
practical and efficient 

legal support!
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